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Meetings and Partings Between Intervals in “A Case in a Thousand”
Yoshihiro Esashi (Hokkaido University)

In the climax of “A Case in a Thousand” (1934), a short story published in The
Bookman, Dr. Nye overcomes his trauma. Beckett presents the reader with the outcome,
but he omits the explanation of its source, writing that his trauma is “so trivial and
intimate that it need not be enlarged on here”. Critics have attempted to uncover Dr.
Nye’s trauma and interpret what the “Case” signifies, by psychoanalytic readings of the
work (O’Hara, Gontarski, Rabinovitz). However, as John Pilling points out in Samuel
Beckett’s ‘More Pricks Than Kicks’ (2011), these readings that attempt to unravel this
mystery only show one interpretation from among numerous possibilities, and fail to
provide a comprehensive analysis of the work. Pilling proposes an alternative approach
that interprets the work in the context of Beckett’s creative process, including his failure
to publish Dream of Fair to Middling Women (1992), his achievement to publish More
Pricks Than Kicks (1934) and his writing of Murphy (1938).

Based on Pilling’s discussion, this presentation rereads this short story and suggests that
Beckett constructed a form in which the characters mechanically communicate with
each other in “intervals”. In this work, Beckett minutely breaks down space and time,
and his characters meet and part in the middle of their actions. For instance, the
surgeries on the boy Bray are separately performed, and the reunions and partings
between Nye and Mrs. Bray are intervened before and after the surgeries. Surgeon Bor,
who operates on the boy, interrupts Nye’s recess and vacation to call him to the hospital
to meet with Mrs. Bray. For the purpose of exploring the writing principle of Beckett,
this presentation also refers to the “rupture” that Beckett discusses in “Recent Irish
Poetry” which appeared together with the short story, and to the “intervals” that
Belacqua mentions in Dream of Fair to Middling Women.
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